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Introduction 

We will create thinking maps with Google draw. You will need a free Google account. Create 
thinking maps using the NEW button in Google Drive. Click the NEW button inside of Google 
Drive and select the more option to find Google Drawings. 


Google drawings is free diagramming software. It has a variety of tools to create drawings 
and images. Some of the tools include circles, rectangles, and lines. There are many other 
tools in the app, but these are the ones best suited for creating thinking maps. Lines and 
shapes connect ideas in mind maps.


Google Drawings for thinking maps has many benefits. Students collaborate online. Finished 
products are publishable on the web. Projects are downloadable as images or PDF 
documents.


I like to include technology skills integration whenever possible. Google Drawings supports 
the inclusion of technology skills with thinking maps. Skills learned from creating thinking 
maps are applicable to other products. They are the foundation for working in applications 
like Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. 


!1

https://drawings.google.com
https://www.google.com
https://drive.google.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Drawings


Google Drawings for Thinking Maps

Circle Thinking Map 

Circle maps are used to define something 
and show student understanding of a topic. 
It can be used to generate ideas, assess 
what students already know and to access 
what they have learned. Mind maps support 
visual learners and access different 
modalities of learning for students. 


A circle thinking map is a circle inside of a 
circle which is inside a square. When a 
drawing is created, the canvas is already in 
the shape of a rectangle. We can leave it 
this way or modify the document. 


� 

To modify the document, click on File and 
select page setup.


� 

A page setup box will open. Click on the 
page size selector and choose custom.


� 

We can choose any size for the box. It’s a 
good idea to keep the box size relatively 
large so we have enough room to enter the 
information for our circle map. In this 
example, we’ll set the size to 10 by 10 
inches. Click Ok to set the document size.


� 

Now that we’ve increased the size of the 
document, it might be hard to see all the 
document on our screen. Let’s resize the 
document. Click on View in the menu and 
select the first option, which is Fit, followed 
by a percentage. 


� 
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Google Drawings for Thinking Maps

Click the “untitled document” name and 
provide a name for this thinking map. Let’s 
call it Circle Map.


� 

Let’s create our first circle. Click on the 
shapes selector and choose the oval tool.


� 

Draw a circle on the page. When drawing a 
circle it tends to look more like an oval than 
a circle. To force the oval tool to make a 
circle, we need to hold the Shift key on the 
keyboard while drawing out the shape. Go 
ahead and hold the Shift key to make a 
circle. Make sure to release the mouse first 
then the Shift key when done creating the 
circle.


� 

This is what the circle should look like. 
Don’t worry about making the circle large 
for now. We’ll do that soon. For now, we 
need to center the circle on the page.


� 

To center the circle, move it toward the 
center. When the circle is in the center, we 
will see intersecting red lines. These are 
smart guides that help us align elements in 
Drawing. These Smart Guides are telling us 
that the circle is in the center of the 
document. Follow the horizontal or vertical 
smart guides and they will lead you to the 
center.


� 
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Google Drawings for Thinking Maps

Now that the circle is in the center, we need 
to enlarge it. For this trick, we will need to 
hold the Shift key and the Option key on the 
keyboard. These modifier keys will make 
sure the circle remains a circle with the shift 
key, and the option key will keep the circle 
centered on the page. Press and hold these 
keys before and during the resizing. Resize 
the circle so there is enough room for the 
content. Release the mouse first then 
release the Shift and Option keys.


� 

The circle is automatically filled with a blue 
color. We can remove this color by clicking 
on the Fill color selector. We can choose 
any color like white or we can choose for 
the circle to be transparent by selecting the 
transparent option. In this example, we’ll 
select white.


� 

Now that we have our first circle in place it’s 
time to make our next circle. This time, 
instead of creating another circle and 

following the same process, let’s save 
ourselves a step and duplicate the circle we 
just created. Make sure the circle is 
selected. In the menu, click on Edit and 
select Duplicate.


� 

A second circle of the same size and with 
the same fill color will be created and 
placed above the previous circle. The new 
circle is also displaced a little to the right so 
we can easily find it. 


� 

Move the new circle back to the center. Use 
the Smart Guides to help you.


� 
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Google Drawings for Thinking Maps

Let’s make this circle smaller. We’ll use the 
same modifier keys we used earlier. Hold 
the Shift and Option keys while making the 
circle smaller.


� 

We now have our circle map. Let’s place a 
title on our Circle Thinking Map. 


� 

Click on the text box tool in the button bar.


� 

Drag out a text box above the larger circle.


� 

We’ll enter a generic title.


� 

Highlight the text, center, increase the font 
size and bold the text.


� 

We can now add text and images to our 
thinking map.


We spent a lot of time creating a thinking 
map. We can avoid having to create another 
circle thinking map by making a copy of this 
map. We can duplicate it inside of Drive. 
Click once on the Circle Map drawing in 
Drive.
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Google Drawings for Thinking Maps

� 

In the “More Actions” menu, select “Make a 
copy”.


� 

Open the copied circle map and rename it.


� 
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Thank you for reading these sample pages. 


Purchase the full issue at… 


digitalmaestro.org/shop 

http://digitalmaestro.org/shop
http://digitalmaestro.org/shop
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